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Following the footsteps of James Smithson

Eiju Matsumoto* (Society of Historical Metrology, Japan)

James Smithson, son of first Duke of Northumberland,
He left his legacy, more than $500,000 to America, to found the Smithsonian Institution at Washington.
However, as his belongings were lost by fire at Smithsonian in 1865, his life and the intention of contribution

Py o

to

who never visited America, died at Geneva in 1829,

were also lost. This paper presents the scientific life of James Smithson, Author followed the footsteps of
Smithson in England, Scotland and the Continent

scientific life, based on descriptions of the “ The Lost

study in what society and situation he made his

World of James Smithson” (Bloomsbury).
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